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BEIRUT PASS BAGHDAD 

E.O. 11652: NA 
TAGS: PFORXF 

SUBJECT: ABU IYAD'S PRESS CONFERENCE 

1. AFTER THREE CANCELLATIONS IN TWO DAYS, BLACK SEPTEMBER 
LEADER ABU IYAD FINALLY HELD HIS PRESS CONFERENCE NOVEMBER 27 
AT VOICE OF PALESTINE OFFICE IN CAIRO ON RECENT HIJACKING 
INCIDENT. HE SPOLE IN ARABIC, WITH AN ENGLISH TRANSLATOR WHO, 
WE UNDERSTAND, WAS NOT ALWAYS ACCURATE. WE ASSUME FBIS 
WILL CARRY REPORTS DRAWN FROM CAIRO RADIO AND PALESTINIAN 
STATIONS. SIGNIFICANT POINTS FOLLOW: 

A. WHO WAS BEHIND INCIDENT? HIJACKERS WERE ALL UNDER 
18 YEARS OLD SO RESPONSIBILITY FOR INCIDENT RESTS WITH 
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THOSE WHO PUT THEM UP TO IT. ABU IYAD SPECIFICALLY DENIED 
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LIBYA WAS INVOLVED. ASKED ABOUT IRAQ, ABU IYAD DID NOT 
DIRECTLY ACCUSE GOI OF COMPLICITY. BUT SAID MERELY THAT PLO 
WILL BE STUDYING RESULTS OF ITS INVESTIGATIONS. HE SAID THAT 
FOUR HIJACKERS WILL SOON DECLARE WHO HELPED THEM AND WHERE 
THEY WANTED TAKE THE PLACE. 

B. RABAT ASSASSINATION. THERE HAD BEEN NO INTENTION TO 
KILL SADAT, BUT ONLY TO ELIMINATE THOSE "WHO MASSACRE 
PALESTINIANS". ABU IYAD STOPPED SHORT OF THREATENING AGAIN TO 
KILL HUSSAIN, BUT SAID HE WAS PROUD OF WHAT HE HAD SAID 
RECENTLY IN BEIRUT (ABOUT ELIMINATING HUSSAIN), AND LEFT NO ONE 
IN AUDIENCE IN DOUBT AS TO HIS DISGUST OVER HASHEMITE REGIME. 
HUSSAIN MUST FULFILL PROMISES HE MADE IN RABAT, "INCLUDING 
CAIRO AND AMMAN AGREEMENT CONCLUDED WITH PLO". 

C. EGYPT HOLDS PALESTINIAN PRISONERS "AR REQUEST" OF PLO. 

2. COMMENT: ABU IYAD'S DIATRIBE AGAINST HUSSAIN WAS NOT 
CONSONANT WITH PREDICTIONS OF MODERATION MADE TO US ABOUT 
PRESS CONFERENCE BY MFA OFFICIAL (CAIRO 9624). SEVERAL 
CANCELLATIONS OF PRESS CONFERENCE ALSO SUGGEST THAT GOE-PLO 
MEETING OF MINDS ON LINE ABU IYAD SHOLD TAKE WAS LESS 
THAN COMPLETE. 

EILTS 
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